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was also set on fire. Only twenty-five hundred men and the
two generals are said to have escaped. No less than forty
thousand men were killed and five thousand taken, with end-
less Carthaginian nobles, eleven senators, one hundred and
seventy-four ensigns, twenty-seven hundred horses and six
elephants. Scipio then actually set about resuming the siege
of Utica, as well as moved out into the adjoining country, and
captured several towns.

The Carthaginian senate behaved with courage and pru-
dence; it "breathed the spirit of Eoman constancy,'' says
Livy. Hasdrubal and Syphax managed to collect new troops
in a comparatively short time. These, with the fugitives who
reassembled, amounted to thirty-five thousand men, including
Celtiberians, of whom a fine body was enlisted in a town
named Abba, and a few Macedonians who had come from
Philip. This force they again brought to confront Scipio on
the " Great Plains," five days' march from Utica.

But they accomplished nothing by their energy and dili-
gence. Scipio again moved against them and took up a posi-
tion on a hill five miles from the king's camp. For three
days constant skirmishing occurred between the lines : on the
fourth the lines met in battle. The Carthaginian line con-
sisted of a miserable lot of rustics and vagabonds, whom
nothing could constrain to face the Eoman charge. Only the
Celtiberians in the centre fought with any show of valor.
These men fell -where they stood; the rest decamped, but
were largely overtaken and cut down. The slaughter ended,
Scipio detailed Lselius and Masinissa, with a chosen body of
horse sustained by some light infantry, to follow up the fugi-
tives and to prevent their reassembling. Both leaders again
escaped. Hasdrubal took refuge in Carthage and Syphax
fled towards Cirta.

Scipio, who was bringing up his engines to the walls, thenk of the Car-
